First Drinks Brands Limited
April 8, 2005

Ms Helen Keefe

This letter is a summary of the response by First Drinks Brands Limited to the broadcast advertising of Alcohol Guidance Notes Consultation. First Drinks Brands Limited is a UK based distributor offering sales and marketing services to a range of brand owners. Our brands include a range of whiskies, liqueurs and wines such as Glenfiddich Malt Whisky and Disaronno Amaretto.

We offer our opinion on the consultation as several of our brands benefit from TV advertising, so we feel it is important that we offer our thoughts on the guidance notes that we will ultimately work to within our business.

We welcome the opportunity to comment and believe the guidance notes will add value. The overall approach is also welcomed, however we believe there are a few areas that need further clarity.

Rule 11.8.1 (b)
We support ISBA’s suggestion on this note.

Rule 11.8.2 (c)
We again support ISBA’s suggestion on this note.
Rule 11.8.2 (c) Page 9, Paragraph 2

We believe it would be beneficial to specify the measure that would be acceptable e.g. a small glass of wine, 25/35ml measure of spirits. 

Rule 11.8.2 (c) Page 9, Section 3, Paragraph 2

We believe the description of “demonstration of panache of a cocktail barman” as “likely to be acceptable” does not offer a sufficient level of clarity. We suggest this should be changed to “will be acceptable” as the controlled dispense of alcohol in this way is often part of a responsible drinking evening.

Rule 11.8.1 (h)

We support ISBA’s suggestion on this note.

Rule 11.8.2 (a) Page 11, Point F

We believe clarification on the types of illustration that would be acceptable would be useful. This is important because certain illustration styles clearly do not appeal to young people so should be permissible.
We have no comment on the health and dietary claim guidelines as this is not currently relevant to our brands.

If you have any queries on our submission please feel free to contact myself or our Marketing Services Manager, Clive Patten on 02380 312000.

Yours sincerely

Mrs. Fiona Chinn

Director of Marketing

